await the evening's burial. Mrs Dashwood had little
time for mourning, since her other child, Ally, was
dangerously ill with fever and dysentery.
On the evening of the 20th August a small body
of the enemy crept up to the Baillie Guard, where
they succeeded in piling wood and straw against
the gate and setting them alight before being
observed. The flames leapt up fiercely, but Lieu-
tenant Aitken, 15th Native Infantry, forced open
the gate, which was barricaded, under a heavy fire,
and the Indian water-carriers were able to put out
the blaze before any damage had been done. The
walls flanking the gate were then loopholed in case
the enemy should try that trick again.
On the same evening the gallery and chambers
of the mine under Johannes' house were finished.
During the night four charges of powder of a
hundred pounds each were laid and tamped, and the
powder-hose by which they were to be fired was
laid along the gallery as far as the shaft. Just before
daybreak on the 21st August the mine was ready
to be fired, and arrangements had been completed
for two sorties which were to be made to left and
right as soon as it was sprung. The enemy were
quiet, having apparently heard nothing of the
mining, but when the garrison opened a brisk fire
of musketry they awoke and beat to arms, swarming
into Johannes' house and the neighbouring buildings,
where their lights could be seen through the win-
dows. Then, as soon as it was broad enough day for
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